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According to a report by the International Criminal Investigation Training and Assistance Program
(ICITAP), over the past 30 months the US has spent US$12 million on training programs for
Panama's police. The ICITAP is affiliated with the US Department of Justice. The ICITAP report
was published in local newspapers on Sept. 1. The training programs, according to the report,
were carried out under the supervision of US ambassador Deane Hinton. The report states that
ICITAP trained more than 700 Panamanian police officers, who in turn have provided training to
another 2,000 officers. The Panamanian police force, created in the wake of the 1989 US invasion
after disbanding of the army, currently has about 12,000 members and an annual budget of US$75
million. (Source: Notimex, 09/01/92)
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